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In response to the Statement of Reasons for Allowance mailed with the Notice of 
Allowance on October 29, 2006, please enter the following comments: 



The Examiner has noted that the "instant invention does not benefit from the filing date 
of the provisional application 60/272,791, which is 1 march 2001, since the original disclosure 
filed with the provisional application 60/272,191 does not provide full support for the original 
disclosure of the instant non-provisional application." Although such priority is unnecessary for 
allowance of the claims in this application, Applicants do not acquiesce in this finding and 
respectfully submit that priority must be determined on a claim-by-claim basis. 

Reasons for Allowance 

In the Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance ("Statement"), the Examiner has 
listed certain elements which are neither taught nor suggested by the prior art of record. The 
Examiner's remarks referring to only a portion of a claim should not be understood to base 
patentability on that portion; rather, patentability must rest on each claim taken as a whole. The 
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Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance is the personal opinion of the Examiner as to why 
the claims are allowable, and should not create an estoppel with respect to future claim 



construction. See MPEP 1302.14. 
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